City of Aurora Park Board
City of Aurora, Missouri
Monday, May 17, 2021 at 6:00 p.m.
Aurora City Hall Council Chambers

1. CALL TO ORDER
2. ROLL CALL
President:
Vice President:
Board Member:
Board Member:
Board Member:
Board Member:
Board Member:
Board Member:
Board Member:
Council Liaison:
Secretary:

Mitch Forrester (2021) - Present
Brian Phillips (2023) - Present
Eddie Breeding (2023) - Present
Linda Barton (2021) - Present
Regina Payne (2021) - Present
Deb Dillman ( 2022) - Present
Brandy Breezley (2022) - Present
Open
Open
Jason Lewis - Present
Courtney Neff - Present

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
3.I. Regular Session Held On March 4 2021
Documents:
PARK BOARD MEETING 3-4-2021 REVISED.PDF
4. OLD BUSINESS
4.I. Discuss Dog Park
Documents:
CITY OF AURORA DOG PARK DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL.PDF
4.II. Discuss Master Plan Update
4.III. Discuss Tennis Courts
5. NEW BUSINESS
5.I. Accept Resignation Of Board Member Brian Phillips
Documents:
BRIAN PHILLIPS RESIGNATION.PDF
5.II. Discussion Of North Tot Park
Documents:
NORTH TOT PARK EMAIL AND PICTURES.PDF
5.III. Discuss Walking Trail Lights

Documents:
NORTH TOT PARK EMAIL AND PICTURES.PDF
5.III. Discuss Walking Trail Lights
5.IV. Discuss Painting Day For Benches
6. ADJOURNMENT

CITY OF AURORA PARK BOARD
MINUTES
City Hall-Council Chambers
Thursday, March 4th, 2021 at 6:00 p.m.

1. Call to Order
Meeting called to order at approximately 6:07 p.m.

2. Roll Call
President:
Vice President:
Board Member:
Board Member:
Board Member:
Board Member:
Board Member:
Board Member:
Board Member:
Council Liaison:
Secretary:

Mitch Forrester (2021) - Present
Brian Phillips (2023)- Present
Eddie Breeding (2023)- Present
Linda Barton (2021)- Present
Regina Payne (2021)- Present
Deb Dillman (2022)- Present
Brandy Beezley (2022)- Absent
Logan Gilbert (2022)- Absent
Open
Doyle Ferguson- Present
Courtney Neff – Present

Others in Attendance:

City Manager Jon Holmes
Park Superintendent Justin Janes
Council Members: Jason Lewis, Dawn Oplinger, Theresa Pettit
Shannon Walker

3. Approval of Minutes
a. Regular Session held on September 17th 2020
Board Member Barton moved to approve the minutes from the meeting held September 17th,
2020. Board member Dillman seconded the motion. Motion passed with all members voting
aye.

4. Old Business
a. Discuss Budget for 2021 and finalize recommendations
City Manager Holmes and the City Council suggested $20k of the $24k that was left for open
projects be designated to the Parks Master Plan. Board Member Barton motioned to budget the
20k to the Park Master Plan. Board Member Payne seconded the motion. Motion passed with
all members voting aye.

Submitted by: Courtney Neff, March 9, 2021
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b. Discuss Bridge for White Park
Councilwomen Pettit questioned if any work has been started on the bridge at White Park and if
DNR would need to be involved. Park Superintendent Justin informed the Board that no work
has been completed yet. City Manager Holmes advised the Board that he will check to see if
engineers would need to be involved.

c. Discuss Dog Park
Park Superintendent Justin advised the Board of the projected cost of the parking lot coming in
at $15k, fencing at $23k and 6k for amenities, totaling $44k. Councilwomen Oplinger
suggested a proposal be written for the Dog Park cost to see what AFB would be willing to
donate towards the cost. Shannon Walker suggested fundraisers and advertising on the City of
Aurora Dog Pound site. Board Member Payne motioned to move forward with the Dog Park
plans. Board Member Phillips seconded the motion. Motion passed with all members voting
aye.

d. Discuss Pavilion at North Tot Park
No discussion was held

e. Discuss Outdoor Fitness Equipment
Board Member Phillips motioned to reassigned the 7k that was for the outdoor fitness
equipment to open projects. Board Member Breeding seconded the motion. Motion passed with
all members voting aye.

5. New Business
a. Accept resignation of Board Member Logan Gilbert
Board Member Payne made a motion to accept Logan Gilbert’s resignation. Board Member
Phillips seconded the motion. Motion passed with all members voting aye.

b. Discuss Capital Project meeting that was held on January 28th 2021 with the City
Council and Park Board.
No discussion was held.

c. Discuss the Park Master Plan
See in section 4.(a) under Discuss Budget for 2021 and finalize recommendations.

Submitted by: Courtney Neff, March 9, 2021
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6. AdjournmentBoard Member Phillips moved to adjourn; time noted 6:59 p.m. Board Member Dillman
seconded the motion. Motion passed with all members voting aye.

APPROVED:
_________________________________________
Mitch Forrester, President
ATTEST:
_________________________________________
Courtney Neff, Secretary

Submitted by: Courtney Neff, March 9, 2021
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CITY OF AURORA
P. O . B O X 3 0
AURORA, MO 65605
PH: 417-678-5121

To: Jennette Conner, Executive Assistant to the President, AFB International
From: Jon Holmes, City Manager
Re: Aurora Dog Park Development
Date: 04/15/2021
Background
The Aurora Park Board has proposed the development of a Dog Park for the enjoyment
of our citizens and visitors to our community. The goal of the Park Board and the City
Council for the City of Aurora will be to develop a dog park that will be a “full service” dog
park, offering amenities that will provide an enjoyable and entertaining experience for
both owners and their K-9 companions and create a safe area for the exercise and
socialization of dogs and their owners.
Discussion
Baldwin Park is a large park area (75 acres) that is located on the edge of our community
but is easily accessible from all points in our community. This Park area is a restored
Brownfield Site that has been converted into park land after it was cleaned up by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency in the 1990’s. After the area received a clean bill of
health from the EPA, it was given to the City of Aurora for caretaking and to be used as
a community resource as park land. Coincidently, Baldwin Park is located only a short 2minute drive East of the AFB International facility.
While some development has occurred within Baldwin Park by adding soccer fields, and
baseball/softball fields, it has been largely under-utilized and efforts are underway to
begin developing the Park and add amenities that enhance overall park system within our
community. Being a large open area, Baldwin Park has long been a place that has been
utilized for exercising dogs for many residents, but it only a large open area that has no
facilities currently that allows for dogs to freely explore, address their needs while
exercising (such as waste bags, doggy drinking fountains, etc.). It is not a suitable area
for dogs to roam freely because of the athletic fields or green space that is used for
community events, so it is only accessible at certain times. Lastly, it does not provide a
controlled environment for dogs to interact with other K-9’s in order to ensure a safe
recreational environment for dogs of all sizes. We also hope to promote community by
providing a space for fellow dog owners to interact and get to know each other.
We are currently working with a consultant to complete an overall assessment of our park
system and to develop a comprehensive Park Master Plan that will serve to guide park
land development for many years to come. A primary focus of this Master Plan will be to
develop a strategy that will focus on adding amenities to Baldwin Park to promote more

use of this under-utilized resource in our community. One of the first projects that has
been proposed while we are working on the Master Plan is the development of a dog
park.
The proposed Dog Park:
A section of Baldwin Park has been designated as the area that would be the most
suitable for the dog park. The North-west corner of Baldwin park (see map) has trees,
and a large open area that is located a safe distance away from the athletic fields, and
other open green spaces that are used for different community events.

This separation would allow use of the dog park even while other events are happening
within the park. Some other aspects of the proposed location are that this area provides
easier entrance and exit to the dog park. We are adding a specific entrance into Baldwin
Park by the dog park and adding a designated parking area on the south end of the
proposed area for visitors to the dog park. This area allows for the dog park to have high
visibility for anyone coming to Baldwin Park for any event, and we plan to promote this
space within the community.
One of the reasons that we are moving forward with the development of the dog park at
this time even though the Park Master Plan is in development is that we believe that this
is a prime location within Baldwin Park. Because of the established trees, large open
area, proximity to water lines that allows us to add a K-9 water fountain easily, and the
great visibility from the street, we wanted to get this land spoken for early. We wanted to
be able to design a dog park that has plenty of space and attributes that lend itself to
being well used once it is in place as opposed to a dog park that is an afterthought and
“makes do” with whatever land can be found. In short, we want to give our dogs the best
park possible, and giving them such a great spot, we think we are well on our way!
We plan on providing great amenities for our K-9’s that promote cleanliness and provide
for a safe, secure and enjoyable time for both our pets and their owners. The overall
space that we have designated in 500 x 120. This equates to approximately 1.37 Acres
of open space for dogs to run and exercise in. It can be nerve racking as a pet owner to
have a small dog intermingling with larger dogs, so we also plan to designate a small
section for our littlest pooches; we plan to fence off an area 60x60 that is designated for
smaller dogs (15lbs and smaller) to keep them safe and make their owners more

comfortable. We will be adding a dog specific drinking fountain for our furry friends in
each of these areas, as well as several waste bag dispensers located around the area to
promote responsible use of the dog park by our dog owners.
Any good dog park has a controlled entrance/exit called a sally port that will ensure that
dogs cannot get out without an owner letting them out and controlling their access to the
open area. We plan on adding a water spigot in this location that will allow for dog owners
to spray their dogs off or clean their paws off before they are loaded back up in their
owner’s vehicle. Lastly, we are thinking of the comfort of our dog owners. We want to
add park benches or picnic tables to this area so our pet owners can relax and be
comfortable and allow their pets plenty of time to run, play and socialize.
We have included cost estimates below for your review.
preliminary quotes for this project.
Galvanized Chain Link Fencing – 860 Ft. Installed
Parking Lot Paving (City Code Requirement)
K-9 Drinking Fountain (x’s 2)
Waste Bag Dispensers (x’s 5)
Park Benches/Picnic Table/Signage
Total

We have gotten some

$27,000
$ 8,200
$ 4,000
$ 1,000
$ 2,500
$42,700

Currently the City of Aurora has allocated $15,000 in the FY 2021 budget for this project.
That leaves $27,700 remaining. We are actively pursuing other funding opportunities,
and we are preparing to begin fund raising efforts within the community as well, seeking
donations from various businesses that would be willing to help us in this project. All
contributions to this project will be highlighted within the community and at the dog park
itself with signs.
Conclusion
It is our hope that AFB will consider our funding request and partner with our community
to add this great feature to our park system. We are confident that this facility will receive
a lot of use and will be truly appreciated by all of our citizens, two legged and four legged
alike.
Sincerely,

Jon Holmes
City Manager
City of Aurora
Phone: 417- 678-5121
Email: jholmes@auroramo.gov

