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AURORA CITY COUNCIL TENTATIVE AGENDA
Aurora City Hall, Council Chambers
Tuesday, May 23, 2017 at 6:30 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER:

PLEDGE AND PRAYER:

ROLL CALL: Mayor Rick Boyer
Chairman Pro Tem Larty Marks
Councilman Steve Ramirez
Councilman Stephen Wiles
Councilwoman Dawn Oplinger

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Special Session held on May 8, 2017 at noon
Regular Session beld on May 9, 2017 at 6:30 p..

V.

VL

| 775

VIII,

IX.

APPROVAL OF APPROPRIATIONS for May
PUBLIC COMMENT
COUNCIL FORUM

OLD BUSINESS

A. Resolution No. 2017-1575
A Resolution of the City of Aurora, Missouri authorizing the Mayor to execute an
agreemsent Jor Demolition for Specified Properties

NEW BUSINESS
A First Reading of Bill No. 2017-3106
An Ordinance of the City of Aurora, Missonri rescinding Ordinance No. 2017-3107

B. Second and Final Reading of Bill No. 2017-3106  making Ordinance No, 2017-
3106
An Ordinance of the City of Aurora, Missouri rescinding Ordinance No. 2017-3107

C. Resolution No. 2017-1577
A Resolution approving specified itenss for disposal from the Fire Department

D. Resolution No. 2017-1578
A Resolution appointing membership to the Planning and Zoning Commission-Breeding

E. Resolution No. 2017-1579
A Resolution appointing membership to the Lax: Increment Financing Commaission-
Reynolds

F Resolution No, 20171580
A Resolution appointing membership to the Aurora Park Board-Phillips
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A Resolution appointing menbership to the Aurora Municipal Airport Board-Me
Roberts

H. Resolution No. 2017-1582
A Resolution appointing memsbership to the Aurora Municipal Airport Board-Farless

L Resolution No. 2017-1583
A Resolution appointing membership to the Board of Zoning Adjusiment

REPORTS
Board Liaisen Reporls
City Attorney Report

SN

XI. CLOSED SESSION putsuant to 610.021 (1), (2), (3)
1 egal actions, causes of action or litigation involving a public governniental body or its
representatives and its attorney's.

Leasing, purchase or sale of real estate by a public governmental body where public knowledge of the
transaction might adversely affect the legal consideration therefor.

Hiring, Firing, disciplining or promoting of parvicular employees by a public governmental body

when personal information about the employee is discnssed or recorded.

XII. ADJOURNMENT

Posted by City Clerk Kathie Needbam, May 19th, 2017
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Special Session held on May 8, 2017 at noon
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AURORA CITY COUNCIL/STAFF MEETING MINUTES
City Council Chambers
Monday, May 8, 2017 at noon

L. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Boyer called the meeting to order at noon.

Il ROLL CALL:
Mayor Rick Boyer
Chairman Pro Tem Larry Marks
Councilman Steve Ramirez
Councilwoman Dawn Oplinger
Councilman Stephen Wiles

All members were present except Councilwoman Oplinger.

.  City Council/Staff Meeting

Mayor Boyer informed staff that City Manager Mike Randall resigned his position with
the city effective May 3, 2017. He warned that in the Severance Agreement council
agreed there would be no disparaging comments made from council or staff nor would
any come from Mr. Randall. If there were Mr. Randall would have the right to
individually sue.

Mayor Boyer stated that HR Director Needham would assume full responsibility for HR
duties and would sign off on all sick /vacation requests, time sheets, new hires and
terminations. She would consult council if needed.

Councilman Ramirez stated that things would continue to run as normal. Every
department head would run their department just as if nothing happened. He warned
that department heads should not make any decisions they wouldn't have made before.
If something comes up that needs a decision it should be brought to council.

Public Works Superintendent stated he had had an opening in his department for
months and would like to fill the position. City Clerk Needham stated that the Treasurer
and she had looked into his finances on Friday and at this time he only had three
months of operating cash. She felt like this was the reason for the position not being
filled. She stated that it would be very difficult for any street paving to be done this year
as the airport had utilized a lot of his reserve. Several council members commented they
were not in favor of any more airport projects.

Fire Chief Ward stated that he assumed if a need arose for notification to city council
that the Mayor should be contacted first and then the Chairman Pro Tem. Council
agreed.

The Sewer Interceptor Project was discussed with Superintendent Maples because he
was not going to be able to attend Tuesday evening's board meeting. He was asked
what he felt about the bond issue. Orvil stated do whatever you want to do. However he
felt if council was just worried about getting the force main to the future hospital project
since the project is on hold or on the five year list council could wait 2-3 years and
continue to save the extra revenue that was already voted in last June and do it that
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ay. He alrcady has $120,000 budgeted tis year for 181, He would e to see the cty
budget for $300,000 to $400,000 a year for I&I.

Councilman Ramirez felt that with the increase in revenue the city did not need the bond
issue. He felt the city would have the capability to get a low interest loan for the project
on its own without going for the bond issue. Orvil stated the city had done that once
before and had gotten a low interest loan from MPUA. Orvil stated he had contacted
DNR to get clarification for his self on whether the information the board had been
receiving from the City Manager was correct. They did clarify that before anyone was
eligible for any grants or loans they would have to have bond authorization first. Orvil
also stated that a private individual was told that the rate increase revenues were
coming in faster than anticipated. Orvil clarified this was not true. Two separate line
items in the budget need to be added together to see the correct information. Paul
Ward, Advertiser stated that in defense of the elderly and people on social security, just
because you get bond authorization doesn’t mean that you would have to spend it. You
could save it for future projects. It would be all in how it is marketed to the public. Mr.
Ward stated sewer and stormwater problems needed to be fixed. Mr. Ward felt just
because Mr. Randall was no longer here the bond issued did not need to be scrapped.
Councilman Ramirez asked Councilman Wiles how he felt about the bond issue.
Councilman Wiles replied he felt the same as Mr. Ward he didn't fell it needed to be
scrapped. Just because it passes you don't have to use it all. Councilman Ramirez was
concerned with stormwater and felt that ditches and chat creek needed to be cleaned.
So it would flow properly.

Paul Ward, Advertiser inquired whether any money had been paid out for Mr. Randall to
resign. Mayor Boyer replied that a severance agreement was reached for $150,000. Mr.
Ward inguired whether council would entertain another search committee. Council
replied that no decisions had been reached at this time.

Chief Witthuhn stated a revised contract had been sent to Superintendent Travis Shaw
with the school district with no reply. He asked if Mayor Boyer would be interested in
going with him to speak to Travis. Council agreed that Chief Witthuhn was capable of
handling the situation.

Moving forward council will meet with staff every two weeks on the morning of council
meetings at 9:00 a.m.

IV. ADJOURNMENT
Councilman Wiles moved to adjourn the meeting at 12:40 p.m. Councilman Ramirez
seconded the motion. Motion passed.

APPROVED:

Rick Boyer, Mayor

ATTEST:

Kathie Needham, City Clerk, MMC/MPCC



AURORA CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
Aurora City Hall, Council Chambers
Tuesday, May 9, 2017 at 6:30 p.m.

L CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Boyer called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

I PLEDGE AND PRAYER: Councilwoman Oplinger led the council in prayer and
the Pledge of Allegiance.

III. ROLL CALL: Mayor Rick Boyer
Chairman Pro Tem Larry Matks
Councilman Steve Ramirez
Councilman Stephen Wiles
Councilwoman Dawn Oplinger
All council members were noted present.

IV, APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Regular Session held on April 25, 2017 at 6:30 p.a.

Councilman Ramirez moved to approve the minutes from the regular session held on
April 25, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. Councilwoman Oplinger seconded the motion. Motion passed
with the following council members voting aye:

AYES: Marks, Ramirez, Oplinger, Boyer, Wiles

NAYES: 0

V. APPROVAL OF APPROPRIATIONS for April/May

Councilwoman Oplinger moved to approve the appropriations for April/May as
submitted. Councilman Wiles seconded the motion. Motion passed with the following
council members voting aye:

AYES: Boyer, Oplinger, Wiles, Marks, Ramirez

NAYES: 0

Vi PUBLIC COMMENT

Lisa Rentfro

Ms. Rentfro informed council that she had received a citation for one of her rental
properties for trash and debris. She handed out a copy of a state statue Chapter 441
"Landlord and Tenant" Section 441.60 "Duties of the Occupant” and stated as a City we
cannot contradict a Missouri State Law. Cities and Counties have only those Legislative
powers that are expressly granted to them by their States Constitution or laws,

Eddie Breeding, 1502 S Jefferson

Mr. Breeding stated he tries to attend as many meetings as possible. He was concerned
with the AFB issues that were previously brought up at the last meeting. He felt that
Councilwoman Oplinger could not personally be held accountable for her employer's
problems. That is not the only place in town that smells. Councilwoman Oplinger serves
on several boards and commissions and does a lot for the community. Her employer
sponsors events and donates to good causes in the community. Councilwoman Oplinger
should not have to shoulder the load serving on all the boards the other council
members chose not to serve on. It is every council person's responsibility to serve as
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Ilalsons on lts own C|ty boards. To those serving on cnty boards I appreuate your service
to the community.

On changing the form of government the City Manager is supposed to run the city. Mr.
Randall is a man of integrity and did a great job during his tenure. I don't know why he
left but I would inform any potential candidate that they should not accept employment
with the city as it would be nothing but a hassie and headache for them.

Don Mc Wade

Mr. Mc Wade respectfully asked council to take the sewer bond issue off the ballot until
further consideration could be given to the decision to move forward. Mr. McWade
stated he had asked the same question to different people within the city and was
receiving different answers. He questioned council on what the money from the rate
increase was being used for.

vif, COUNCIL FORUM
Mayor Boyer and Police Chief Witthuhn met with the Lawrence County 911 personnel.
The district is having financial difficulties and is looking for resolution to their problems.

VIII. OLD BUSINESS

IX NEW BUSINESS
A Reselution No, 2017-1569
A Resolution designating anthoriged signers on City of Aurora Accounts
Councilman Ramirez moved to approve Resolution No. 2017-1569 authorizing
Dawn Oplinger as an additional check signer on all City of Aurora accounts.
Councilman Wiles seconded the motion. Motion passed with the following council
member voting aye:
AYES: Marks, Ramirez, Oplinger, Boyer, Wiles
NAYES: 0

B. Resolution No. 20171570
A Resolution appointing membership to the Aurora Merey Hospital Board of Trustess-
Gale Pate, Jr
Councilwoman Oplinger moved to approve Resoiution No. 2017-1570 appointing
Gale Pate Jr. to another four year term on the Aurora Mercy Hospital Board of
Trustees. Mayor Boyer seconded the motion. Motion passed with the following
council members voting aye:
AYES: Wiles, Ramirez, Oplinger, Boyer
NAYES: Marks

C. Resolution No. 2017-1571

A Resolution appointing membership to the Anrora Housing Anthority Board
Councilwoman Oplinger moved to approve Resolution No. 2017-1571 appointing
Michael Madewell to a four year term on the Aurora Housing Authority Board.
Mayor Boyer seconded the motion. Motion passed with the following council
members voting aye:
AYES: Wiles, Ramirez, Oplinger, Boyer, Marks
NAYES: O
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D. Resolution No. 2017-1572

A Resolution appointing membership to the Planning and Zoning Commission
Councilwoman Oplinger moved to approve Resolution No. 2017-1572 appointing
Donald Farless to a four year term on the Planning & Zoning Commission.
Mayor Boyer seconded the motion. Motion passed with the following council
members voting aye:
AYES: Wiles, Ramirez, Oplinger, Boyer, Marks
NAYES: 0

E. Resolution No, 2017-1573

A Resolution appointing membership to the Aurora Park Board
Councilwoman Oplinger moved to approve Resolution No. 2017-1573 appointing
Eddie Breeding to a three year term on the Aurora Park Board. Mayor Boyer
seconded the motion. Motion passed with the following council members voting

aye:
AYES: Wiles, Ramirez, Oplinger, Boyer, Marks
NAYES: O

E Resobution No. 2017-1574

A Resolution appointing membership to the Aurora Building Board of Appeals
Councilwoman Oplinger moved to approve Resolution No. 2017-1574 appointing
Jeff Heller, Richard Werner, David White and Craig Ellis to three year terms on
the Aurora Building Board of Appeals. Mayor Boyer seconded the motion. Motion
passed with the following council members voting aye:
AYES: Wiles, Ramirez, Oplinger, Boyer, Marks
NAYES: 0

G. Resolution Neo. 2017-1575
A Resolution of the City of Aurora, Missouri anthoriing the Mayor to execute an
agreement for Demolition for Specified Properties
After the bid for the seven properties was advertised council took action and
extended the permit for 107 E Tyndall. This property will be pulled off the
demolition list. Councilman Ramirez asked Building Inspector White to see if the
contractor would allow the city to space out the demolitions through the year. If
doing so would increase the cost of the demolitions then this matter is to be
brought back to council for award.

Councilman Ramirez moved to tabie this matter for further investigation until
next meeting. Councilwoman Oplinger seconded the motion. Motion passed with
the following council members voting aye:

AYES: Ramirez, Marks, Wiles, Boyer, Oplinger

NAYES: 0

. Discussion on pulling the Bond Issue off the August Ballot for Wastewater Improvements
Councilman Ramirez felt the city did need a bond issue, in the future; however
the timing was not right. He wanted to let the dust settle after just raising sewer
rates last July. He felt that increase alone would sustain the city through the
initial project it was contemplating. If not a low interest rate loan could be
obtained.
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Mayor Boyer stated the bond issue was not set in stone. It was being
contemplated because the Department of Natural Resources would not allow any
grants or loans through them unless bonding authority was achieved. We do not
want our citizens to have to pay a higher interest rate on any loan. Other
surrounding communities have already voted in their bonding authority.

Councilwoman Oplinger felt the issue should remain on the ballot and let the
citizens make the decision. The hospital needs to remain a consideration moving
forward.

Councilman Wiles thought Cassville's authority was voted in due to unrelated
water entering a creek.

Don Mc Wade, citizen, stated the council made the decision to put this matter on
the ballot before asking the citizens what they felt.

Paul Ward, 2 E Plumb, stated that with 3200 residents and $620,000 from rate
increases it would take 8 years to save enough money for the project without
spending any money on operations. How many more repairs will be need with a
one hundred year old system. People were afraid by authority Mr. Randall had in
spending that money. At the time it was previously discussed I opposed the
highest option which was not the one council chose. I would rather have a
flushing toilet than a paved road.

Mayor Boyer thanked everyone for their comments and felt it had been a good
discussion,.

L Discussion on changing the City's Form of Government

Mayor Boyer stated he was not in favor of changing the form of government
after reading the material from the Missouri Municipal League. With the City
Manager Form of government at least the council can intervene if there is a
problem. The strong Mayor form of government would be a total invasion by a
mayor. ‘

Councilman Wiles stated that a majority of council can overturn a Mayors veto.
Did not feel a Mayor should be able to tell anyone what to do.

Councilman Ramirez stated the City Administrator Alderman form of government
elects the Mayor at large. With an administrator you could pay him less than a
city manager. The aldermen could be in charge of the department heads.

Chairman Pro Tem Marks stated with a Mayor in a City Administrator form of
government how would you get rid of the Mayor? City Attorney Reynolds stated
the safeguard is council can override a veto.

Mayor Boyer said after reading the information from the Missouti Municipal
League the form of government we presently have is the best. The powers and
authorities are set by state statute. The whole councit making decision is far
better than just a Mayor making it.
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Chairman Pro Tem Marks felt the city should let the citizens decide by a ballot
measure. Mayor Boyer stated you wouldn't have to put it on the ballot only an
ordinance was necessary.

City Attorney Reynolds stated that in his experience in the City Administrator
form of the government the Mayor had more power, the reality is I have never
seen it abused. What scares me is having the board of aldermen help manage
the city. That is a real red flag to me and a city administrator to have council get
involved in the day to day operation of the city won't work. The City
Administrator manages the city it's just a different title. The City Manager and
City Administrator do the same things. The City Manager works for the city
council and can be fired by them if they chose. The City Administrator works at
the whim of the Mayor and can be fired by the board. Where there is a problem
is with the board of aldermen trying to administer a department with
personalities clashing. That is what a City Administrator should do. A City
Administrator would answer to council the same way a City Manager does. The
Mavyors powers would be curtailed by the Board of Aldermen.

Mayor Boyer wanted to get a standard set for the city's form of government.
Previously the form of government has changed several times and it should not
have to change every time a new city manager is hired. I want peace and
harmony not fighting and arguing. The government should not have to change.

Don McWade, citizen, thought t council should take it to the citizens. You might
get two votes for the price of one. The Mayor could put the information in the
paper to educate the public. Shannon Walker, Chamber Director suggested
using Survey Monkey to do an opinion survey.

City Attorney Reynolds stated the public would not understand what they are
voting on with the different forms of government unless they studied RSMO
Chapter 77.

Rosemary Henderson stated Mt. Vernon was a 3" class city with a City
Administrator form and it worked very well.

Counciiman Ramirez stated Monet used a City Administrator-Commissioner form
of government.

Mayor Boyer thanked everyone for their comments.

I Discussion on insulating the old America Legion Building (Discontinue electric)

Building Inspector Trent White stated that according to the old tenants the utility
bills were sky high. Trent had a contractor offer a suggestion about insulating
the building and that is the estimate that is before council. City Manager Randall
wanted to move the Highway Patrol and/or Court to the building so it would be
utilized in some way. In Trent's estimation insulating the building would not
reduce the utilities. The building is in need of a lot more repairs. A bid will be put
out for necessary repairs and then brought back to council for consideration.
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K. Resolution No. 2017-1576
A Resolution of the City of Anrora, Missouri anthorizing a mowing bid
Councilman Ramirez moved to approve Resolution No. 2017-1576 authorizing an
agreement with Curt Mooneyham for mowing specified city properties.
Councilwoman Oplinger seconded the motion. Motion passed with the following
council members voting aye:
AYES: Marks, Wiles, Boyer, Oplinger, Ramirez
NAYES: 0

X REPORTS
A. Board Liaison Reports
None

B. City Attorney Report
None

X1, CLOSED SESSION pursuant to 610.021 (1), (2), (3)
Legal actions, canses of action or litigation invelving a public governmenial body or tis
representatives and its atlorney's.

I easing, purchase or sale of real estate by a public governmental body where public kenowledge of the
transaction might adversely affect the legal consideration therefor.

Hiring, Firing, disciplining or promoling of particnlar enployees by a public governmental body
when personal information about the enployee is discnssed or recorded.
Counciiman Ramirez moved to go into Closed Session pursuant to 610.021 1,2,3. Time
noted 7:40 p.m. Mayor Boyer seconded the motion. Motion passed by a roll call vote
with the following council members voting aye:
AYES: Marks, Oplinger, Ramirez, Boyer, Wiles
NAYES: 0

Councilman Ramirez moved to come back into Open Session time noted 8:25 p.m.
Mayor Boyer seconded the motion. Motion passed by a roll call vote with the following
council members voting aye:

AYES: Marks, Oplinger, Ramirez, Boyer, Wiles

NAYES: 0

X1I., ADJOURNMENT
Councilman Ramirez moved to adjourn the meeting time noted 8:26 p.m. Mayor Boyer
seconded the motion. Motion passed with all members voting aye.

APPROVED:

Rick Boyer, Mayor

ATTEST:

Kathie Needham, City Clerk, MMC/MPCC
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