MINUTES
AURORA PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

REGULAR SESSION
AURORA CITY HALL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS
Tuesday, August 5, 2014 at 7:00 PM

1. Call to order - Chairperson Payne opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.

II. Roll Call: Chairperson: Regina Payne (2015)
Vice Chairperson: Rita Engeldinger (2017)
Commission Member: Heidi Ryan (2017)
Commission Member; Linda Barton (2015)
Commission Member: Leslie Horner (2017)
Commission Member: Doris Colwell (2016)
Commission Member: Eddie Breeding (2018)
Secretary: Kathie Needham

All members were noted present.

III. Approval of Minutes
A. Approval of minutes
Minutes from meeting held on June 17th, 2014 at 7:00 p.m.
Commissioner Ryan moved to approve the minutes from the meeting held on June 17"
at 7:00 p.m. Commissioner Barton seconded the motion. Motion passed 5-0 with the
following members voting aye:
AYES: Payne, Breeding, Barton, Horner, Ryan
NAYES: 0
ABSTAIN: Engeldinger, Colwell

IV. Public Comment/Discussion
Paul Ward offered to serve on a committee to help revise the non-operating
vehicle ordinance,

V.  0Old Business
A. Re-consider draft ordinance for vehicles that are not in operating condition and
make recommendation to city council.

Commissioner Barton made the motion to table this matter. Chairperson Payne
seconded the motion. Motion passed with all members voting aye.




VI. New Business
A. Public Hearing to review Special Use Permit Application from Families in Recovery
and make recommendation to city council

The public hearing was opened by informing the public they would have to sign in to be
able to speak during the hearing for the Transitional Living Facility. Once the hearing was
closed the public would no longer be allowed to speak.

Commissioner Barton maoved to open the public hearing. Time noted 7:05 p.m. Commissioner
Ryan seconded the motion. Motion passed by a roll call vote with all commissioners voting aye.

The hearing was opened by Building Inspector White stating that an application had been
received from Families in Recovery to open a Transitional Living Facility at 112 5. Madison Ave.
He asked petitioner Rebekkah Mahl to introduce herself and explain the purpose of her
application.

She started by explaining that the Transitional Living Facility was a mission of the Faith Worship
Center located here in Aurora. It would assist people who had been released from the
Department of Corrections for various addictions. The parolee's would initially have to apply for
housing and would be screened by the church before being approved for residency. There
would be 24/7 supervision provided from two house residents that would oversee and live in
the facility full time. Classes would be offered. Residents in the facility would be expected to
hold a job and would be transported to and from the facility to work. They would not be
allowed to have a vehicle. Several employers in Monett now offer employment to felons.

The program would be a step down program. It would be parolees that have been clean and
sober and addiction free that are just not ready to be released to their home. The facility would
offer those type people an opportunity for a place to go in the interim. The first two weeks
would be considered an orientation period where the resident would transition into the facility.

Crownover — pro owner at 1 i
She owns property next door to the property in question. She understood the need for the
facility but she was not comfortable with that type of program being in the downtown area. She
was opposed to the idea. She was concerned for the safety of herself and clientele.

Rick Boyer
Came to get some questions answered about the living facility. Why not put the facility in

Monett if they have employers that will hire a felon? He stated he had just retired after working
for forty years with the telephone company and had lived in Aurora his whole life. Business has
steadily declined and he thought all the welfare offices in town had become the town's demise.
In his opinion, there are no jobs in town and this town is not the right location for this facility.



Diane Naylor
Read a prepared statement about her personal experience with an abusive relationship and ex

con and why she had moved to Aurora to get away from that relationship. She felt that if the
facility was allowed to be here daughters and other children would be exposed to those types of
individuals that would try to become engaged in relationships with them.

She has purchased a building in the downtown area to move her daycare to. It is located within
400 ft. of the location where the Transitional Living Facility would be located. She expressed her
concern for her children and parents as they were dropping their children off.

Ter rnathy-Families in Recovery-fi nec

Mr. Abernathy stated he totally understood the pain and fear that the town would have with the
facility. He had two children of his own on drugs that have went through recovery. He stated
that they are going to be in your community whether you want them or not. The state lets
them out into your community. If they have nowhere to go that's when the problems start.
They can steal from you in the matter of seconds.

The facility is trying to bring them into the spiritual realm. A convicted felon is only going to
change if the desire to change is there.

This facility is trying to prevent ongoing problems with these type individual's before the
problems get started. Five of the first eight applicants are residents of Aurora already. The
residents will be screened and will not be allowed to roam around on the streets. You should
fear those individuals out roaming the streets. Not the individuals within the program.

Corey Gray

No one is opposed to the Family Recovery Centers. It's the location that is wrong. The Freedom
Worship Center is away from everything. Why don't you team up with that organization and join
forces with them. If the jobs are in Monett then this facility should be located there. That way
you wouldn't have to pay for gas to transport them to work. We are trying to reestablish the
downtown area. That is not the place for this type facility.

Dr. John Watts — local Chiropractor — property owner at 131 S. Madison

The idea Is sound. The location is wrong. He stated he was responsible for children and adults
being dropped off for treatment. He was not comfortable with that type facility being located in
such a close proximity to his business. We are trying to foster growth in the downtown.

Charlene Watts — wife of John Watts

Not opposed to the facility just the location. Fears for own safety and that of clients.




Ken Kunchell — owner of property where the facility is to be located — 112 S. Madison Ave.

Mr. Kunchell bought the business in 2001 and since that time has initiated several businesses in
this town. He was instrumental in the Pregnancy Care Center as well as a
Medical/Dental/Psychological Center that failed. He works for the Clark Center and is a
representative for the Lawrence County Drug Court.

He stated that the Clark Center was looking to expand their interests in providing the same kind
of operation in Aurora as well as Cassville.

A lot of interaction is already taking place in this city with parolees whether you know it or not,
he stated. They are coming into your community. Aurora has the reputation for the place for
offenders to migrate to because of the Probation and Parole Office. He has rented his building
in the past for a living facility for pregnant and abused women. The proposed facility would
facilitate the same kind of operation that was previously here. The difference is the residents
would be fully supervised. He understood the communities concern and hesitancy with
impacting already established businesses.

Brett Fall

Brett stated he was a felon. He came from a good family. Moved to Lawrence County because
of the Drug Court he was to attend. He stated the facility in Purdy was exceptional because it
was away from everything in a more rural setting and was associated with George's Chicken
Plant. They gave jobs to the residents. Freedom Christian Center is also in a more rural setting
which might better accommodate the operation.

He stated that you are naive if you think that you can control a felon 100% of the time. Good
intentions don't constitute success. It's all in the attitude. If someone wants to change then
they will. The operation is not a good fit when you can't guarantee success. Common sense
should dictate that there will be instances and that the location is not right in the downtown
dred.

Richard Daugherty

Richard shared his testimonial that he was an alcoholic and had been for twenty years. He
needed this type of facility to help him through his addiction. Alcohol took his American dream
away. His parents had great jobs and he still threw it all away. Only through spiritual help was
he able to break his addiction. He was for the operation.

Judy Price — Annie Kay's Keepsakes

Her business had been broken into once. She felt that this operation would be good if the
person wanted to change however the location was not conducive to the growth of the
downtown area.



Tino Galindo — 130 S. Madison
Tino was a store owner. He felt the location was not right for this type facility. He felt that if

Families in Recovery had jobs available in Monett for their residents then they should house
them in Monett or build a facility on their own church property. Vendors sponsor trick or
treating with hundreds of small children coming up and down the streets at Halloween. If the
facility was allowed it would kill the already stressed downtown area. We are trying to revitalize
the area not tear it down. The logic should be to protect our community, families and children.

Jay Trace

He stated he was no stranger to addiction. His wife recently passed from it. He had several
family members suffering from it. An individual will not change if they do not want to. An addict
will tell and promise you anything you want to hear to get what they want. We don't need to
congregate that type people together.

Glori ini
Her husband was presently incarcerated and came to see if this program could help him when
he was released. She felt this operation was needed to transition people from jail into society.

Tara Buchholz = r of Bootleggers

She stated she did not appreciate being called naive. She watched her mother loose her battle
with addiction. It doesn't make sense to bring that type people together. They need to be
distanced.

She felt that opening a new establishment which offered a bar a few steps away from the
facility was not in the best interest of the facility. She was going to be residing above her new
business and would not feel comfortable knowing that type people were across the street.

Andrea Burgess — Co Owner of Bootleggers

The location is key. Not the right environment for the facility.

Kay Pilkenton — local owner of in in the downtow
Asked questions of the representatives from Families in Recovery. She felt the operation would
reduce resale value on the downtown properties and the location was not right.

Commissioner Barton moved to close the public hearing. Time noted 8:45 p.m. Commissioner
Ryan seconded the motion. All commission members voted aye on the motion.

The board answered the Finding of Facts and unanimously found that the facility did not meet
the criteria for the special use permit.






