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AURORA PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
MINUTES

REGULAR SESSION
AURORA CITY HALL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS
Wednesday, May 27, 2015 at 7:00 PM

Call to order

Roll Call: Chairperson: Regina Payne (2015)
Vice Chairperson: Rita Engeldinger (2017)
Commission Member: Heidi Ryan (2017)
Commission Member: Rick Boyer (2016)
Commission Member: Leslie Horner (2017)
Commission Member: Doris Colwell (2016)
Commission Member: Eddie Breeding (2018)
Secretary: Kathie Needham

All members were noted present.

Approval of Minutes
Approval of minutes from meeting held on January 20, 2015 at 7:00 p.m.
Commissioner Ryan made the motion to approve the minutes from the meeting held
on January 20, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. Commissioner Colwell seconded the motion.
Motion passed with all members voting aye except Commissioner Boyer who was not
in attendance at the meeting.

New Business

A. Public Hearing — Request from John Burch to keep chickens and
domestic fowl in the city limits of Aurora.

Chairman Payne made the motion to go into Closed Session. Time noted 7:02 p.m. Vice
Chairman Engeldinger seconded the motion. Motion passed by a roll call vote with the
following commissioners voting aye:

AYES: Payne, Engeldinger, Ryan, Boyer, Horner, Colwell, Breeding

NAYES: 0

Building Inspector White opened the hearing by saying a request had been received by
John Burch for the commission to consider allowing domestic fowl to reside inside the
city limits. Staff holds a neutral position on the matter.

John Burch, 700 Chickory Lane, stated to the commission that it's healthier to eat fresh
eggs. Kids can learn responsibility through caring for the animals. Six hens can lay 14



dozen eggs in a month. New York allows chickens to be kept. Overall it's good for the
wellbeing of individuals. He thanked the commission for hearing his request.

Chairman Payne moved to close the public hearing. Time noted 7:05 p.m. Commissioner
Ryan seconded the motion. Motion passed with a roll call vote with the following
commissioners voting aye:

AYES: Payne, Engeldinger, Ryan, Boyer, Horner, Colwell, Breeding

NAYES: 0

B. Make a recommendation to city council to allow domestic fowl to
reside in the city limits of Aurora

Commissioner Ryan stated all cities and towns have requlations and ordinances and
some neighborhoods even have covenants governing what can be kept. It is the
homeowner's responsibility before moving to town to know the cities regulations. It's not
the cities burden to make changes after someone has purchased property.

Commissioner Breeding had no issues with chickens being allowed if restrictions were
enforced.

Commissioner Ryan added the city has enough problems with enforcement of
ordinances and the commission should not be adding something else,

City Manager Randall stated there were advantages and disadvantages to allowing
chickens. It's not uncommon for other cities to allow chickens to be kept inside the city
limits. Our neighbors Monett, Mt. Vernon and Republic allow them. There would need to

be restrictions to the number of chickens allowed and how they would need to be
confined.

Members asked is licensing would have to be issued or a permit. Commission Horner
stated you would have to have regulations to stipulate how they would be kept and the
distance from each dwelling that would be allowable.

Commission Ryan moved to recommend to city council to not allow domestic fow! in "R-
1", "R-2" or "R-3" neighborhoods. Commissioner Colwell seconded the motion. Motion
passed with the following commissioners voting aye:

AYES: Payne, Engeldinger, Boyer, Colwell

NAYES: Horner, Breeding

C. Discussion/Recommendation to consider a request from John Murrell
for a new street light in the center of the 300 block of East Cofield St.

Building Inspector White stated that John Murrell was building a new home and it was
really dark. He concurred and recommended that a new light should be installed.









