'Improving the quality of life for Aurora"

AURORA CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
Aurora City Hall, Council Chambers
Tuesday, July 26, 2016 at 6:30 p.m.

b CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Boyer called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

IT. PLEDGE AND PRAYER:
Councilman Ramirez led the council in prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

IIl.  ROLL CALL: Mayor Rick Boyer

Chaitman Pro Tem Dawn Oplinger

Councilman Steve Ramirez

Councilwoman Linda Barton

Councilwoman Rosemary Henderson
All council members were noted present except Chairman Pro Tem Oplinger who was
absent.

1V.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES for July 12, 2016 at 6:30 p.m.

Councilwoman Barton moved to approve the minutes from the regular session held on
July 12, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. Councilwoman Henderson seconded the motion. Motion
passed 3 to 1 by the following vote:

AYES: Henderson, Barton, Boyer

NAYES: Ramirez

Y. APPROVAL OF APPROPRIATIONS for July

Councilwoman Barton moved to approve the appropriations for July as submitted.
Councilwoman Henderson seconded the motion. Motion passed 4-0 by the following
vote:

AYES: Barton, Ramirez, Henderson, Boyer

NAYES: 0

VI PUBLIC COMMENT

Charlie Richardson — Downtown Cruise In

Charlie requested council to allow Mid States Stunts do a performance setting a human
on fire during his annual cruise in event. He viewed the event last week at Clayton's
Pyrotechnics event and stated it was completely safe. He wasn't sure of the exact
location that would need to be done in but stated they would not need any additional
help from the fire department as the crew was capable of handling the exhibition. He
was going to have the ambulance on standby in the event they were needed. Council
asked that he coordinate the event with the fire department.

Walt Gassaway — 705 Highland Drive

Walt had originally petitioned the planning and zoning commission to build an accessory
building in excess of 900 sq. ft. His original plan was for a building that was 2,286 sq. ft.
which was clearly larger than city code would allow. Planning and Zoning told him they
would consider a request for a 1500 sq. ft. if he reconfigured his plan and brought it
back to them. The next day he talked with the Building Inspector and informed him his
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plan was not approved and that the planning commission could put further restrictions
on the plan. If he ever sold the property the shed would have to be a main house. In his
estimation that would make the property unusable.

Mayor Boyer informed him that he needed to rework his plan and refer it back to the
planning and zoning commission. The city could not allow him to do something that
others had already been turned down on in the past.

City Manager Randall stated the planning commission had not made a decision however
they were willing to consider a 1500 sg. ft. building.

Councilman Ramirez suggested he could build a home with an extra-large garage and
bring it back to the planning commission.

Ed Witte — 122 E. Pleasant

Ed started with he was not questioning the integrity of the police department however
there has been a large amount of problems in town. Do we not have enough officers?
He felt the recent vandalism of a teen chalk painting on cars in town indicated a hate
crime and the police department should not stand for it. With the hate crime movement
across America and with increased media coverage this will eventually move into our
town. He felt the curfew should be instated and police presence should be increased
across town,

He was concerned with officers eating dinner together and with two officers riding
together on shifts. He felt each individual officer should be in their own vehicle to show
more power across town. Chief Witthuhn explained that he had expressed his concerns
to his officers about talking lunch at different times. He also explained that when a new
officer comes aboard they go through a twelve week training FTO training program
where they buddy up with another officer for the duration of their training period. Under
no circumstance would a new officer be put in a vehicle alone until they were properly
trained.

In addition, Mr. Witte felt the city should crack down on kids being out late at night
running the streets. He often comes through town late at night and kids are riding bikes
and skate boarding through town that should not be on the streets.

Chris Horn — Downtown Pizza — 125 S Madison

Chris expressed his concerns over young teens being out downtown late at night on
bikes when they had no business being out that late. He felt the curfew should be
enforced.

Tamera Abel = 612 N Elliott

Inquired whether there was any place in town for young people to go to congregate.
She has a twenty-one year old special needs child that needed an outlet to be a teen,
She stated churches have activities for younger children but nothing for older teens. She
had had an earlier issue with several boys and had to get an ex-parte order. She did not
See a remedy.

City Manager Randall stated he had talked with the YMCA about providing a teen
program and it was estimated it would cost around $60,000 to implement,
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Mitchell Witte
The curfew in this town is not being enforced and it should be. His place of business had
been vandalized by breaking a large window that he had no funds to replace. The police
needed to crack down on vandalism. His father, Ed Witte, stated that Neighborhood
Watch Programs could help these types of situations.

City Manager Randall agreed it was a great idea to have them. No greater help than
neighborhoods working together. He encouraged people to put game cameras on their
property to discourage vandalism. It has been found to be successful on City properties.
Ed Witte, suggested the placing signs around town discouraging vandalism and the
possibility of the city purchasing several game cameras they could loan out to individuals
that could not afford one. That would get the message out that "we are watching you".

Bill Billings — 301 E Walnut

He stated he did appreciate the police department but was wondering what was going
on. He stated that hate crimes were anything derogatory against a group of people. He
thought the city needed to make them realize we wouldn't stand for it.

He inquired what a property owner could do if they faced someone unwanted on their
property. Police Chief Witthuhn stated you need to call the police department. You
cannot shoot them. You need to be a good witness for the department.

Corina Sepulveda - 324 Tyndall
She was concerned with her neighborhood being so dark. Mayor Boyer referred her to
take a request to planning and zoning for a street light.

Georgetta Flatt

Georgetta explained that she had bought her home here twenty years ago. She had
observed unlawful activity in her alley and was afraid to complain for fear of retaliation
against herself and her property. She was concerned for her safety. City Manager
Randall suggested that she contact the fire department. They will investigate the matter
and will put the fire out if it does not meet protocol.

Jeff Burlison — 710 E Pearl

Jeff commended Chief Witthuhn on doing a good job. The department had acted very
professional and acted with discretion on a previous incident. He totally agreed that a
Neighborhood Watch Program should be implemented.

Carolyn Ray — 102 W Hadley

Carolyn complained about the condition of her neighbor's house. She had called the
police department about the neighbor parking his truck on the sidewalk. Two officers
came. All they did was make him move his truck. Everyone is afraid of him she stated.
He gets away with everything. She stated she had been to planning and zoning and
nothing had been done. She had heard through the grapevine that he was selling stuff
out of the trailer in his backyard. He was building a carport that she felt certain he did
not have a permit to build. He was keeping pigs and chickens in his back yard.

She also thought the speed limit should be lowered down Hadley.
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City Manager Randall stated he was very aware of her problems. The property she was
discussing was allowed to keep a commercial vehicle on their property. The trailer in the
back yard was also allowable behind the front line of the property. No one can live in it
but it's allowable. The city has to catch the violation before they can enforce her
allegations.

The building inspector and he have driven by the property in question on numerous
occasions. The City Manager stated the natural assumption is that nothing is being done
when behind the scenes it is. It just takes time to see the outcome.

A new procedure has been implemented on property maintenance violations where a
summons is being sent out and the property owner is being summoned into court.

Vil. COUNCIL FORUM
None

VIill. OLD BUSINESS

A Second and Final Reading of Bill No. 2016-3077  making Ordinance No. 2016-3077
An Ordinance of the City of Aurora, Missouri amending Title I "Government Code",
Chapter 135 "Municipal Conrt”, Article 1T "Municipal Judge", Section 135.100
"Qualifications" of the Municipal Code of Ordinances

Councilwoman Barton moved to approve the second and final reading of Bill No.

2016-3077. Councilwoman Henderson seconded the motion. This will now be

known as Ordinance No. 2016-3077. Motion passed 4-0 by the following vote:

AYES: Barton, Henderson, Ramirez, Boyer

NAYES: 0

B. Second and Final Reading of Bill No. 2016-3080  making Ordinance No. 2016-3080
An Ordinance of the City of Aurora, Missouri amending, Title I1 "Public Health S afety
and Welfare", Chapter 220 "Nuisances", Article I "General Provisions”, Section
220.080 "Penalty for Violations" to the Municipal Code of Ordinances

Councilwoman Henderson moved to approve the second and final reading of Bill

No. 2016-3080. Councilwoman Barton seconded the motion. This bill will now be

known as Ordinance No. 2016-3080. Motion passed 4-0 by the following vote:

AYES: Boyer, Henderson, Ramirez, Barton

NAYES: 0

IX. NEW BUSINESS

A, Discussion/ Approval to write off a sewer adjustment for Rob Frank at 1304 S. Rinker
This adjustment is a normal write off when a water leak has occurred. The
adjustment takes place once Empire has adjusted their water usage then their
sewer usage can be adjusted.

After discussion among city council it was suggested that no action be taken on
this matter until further clarification can be retrieved. This item will come back to
city council for further review.
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B. Discussion/ Approval to change Section 130.060 "Intent" in the City Personnel Policy by
adding "At-Will Employment”, "Expectations of Employees” and "Expectations of
Managenent”

City Manager Randall stated this change was to put more descriptive language

into the city's policy adding an "at will" statement and expectations of the

employee and employer,

Councilwoman Barton moved to approve the change to Section 130.060.
Councilwoman Henderson seconded the motion. Motion passed 4-0 by the
following vote:

AYES: Ramirez, Barton, Henderson, Boyer

NAYES: 0

C. Discussion/ Approval to change Section 130.445 "Family Medical I eave Policy" in the
City's Personnel Policy by striking the old policy and inserting a new policy to meet state
and federal guidelines

This addition will bring the city's policy in line with federal regulations. It provides

explanatory language to help administer the policy. One amendment to the

policy will be to strike the City Clerk's name in subsection 1 and leave Human

Resources Department.

Councilwoman Barton moved to approve the change in Section 130.445.
Councilwoman Henderson seconded the mation. Motion passed 4-0 by the
following vote:

AYES: Henderson, Ramirez, Boyer, Barton

NAYES: 0

D. Discussion/ Approval to change Section 130565 "Objective in the City Personnel Policy
by adding a statement that the city can opt to act without following its own guidelines for
termination in the event of a serious infraction

Current code contains a grievance procedure. Extenuating circumstances could

occur that would precipitate the city to not want to follow its own policy. This

verbiage will allow the city to take whatever disciplinary action they chose.

Councilman Ramirez moved to approve the change in Section 130.565. Mayor
Boyer seconded the motion. Motion passed 4-0 by the following vote:

AYES: Ramirez, Henderson, Barton, Boyer

NAYES: 0

X REPORTS

A Board Liaison Reports

Hospital Board

The hospital board met and was told that the hospital's wiring was inadequate and
would not accommodate the demands of new technology. A bid to rewire the facility
came in at 2 million dollars. The hospital is requesting to use the 1.5 million in the
capital improvement fund plus have the city put in another $500,000 for the repairs. A

new ER doctor will be coming soon and the hospital is trying to get a new Nurse
Practitioner on staff.

B. City Attorney Report
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City Attorney Reynolds reported that he was working with several law suits the city was
involved in that he could not discuss in open session.

G City Manager Report
City Manager Randall reported on the following items:

* There will be a walk thru with MoDOT tomorrow morning at 9:30 p.m. to inspect
Phase II of the Walking Trail.

* Bids for IT Support have come in and will three companies will be invited to the
next city council meeting to discuss their proposals.

» Large item pickup day will be August 27".Paul Ward of the Advertiser will be
putting the fliers together for distribution. No electronics will be accepted as the
city will be sponsoring another electronic recycling event this fall. Neither
hazardous waste nor trash will be accepted. The event will be open from 9:00
a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

XI.  CLOSED SESSION pursuant to 610.021 (1), (2)
)
Legal actions, canses of action or litigation involving a public governmental body and any confidential or
privileged communications between a public governmental body or its representatives and its attorneys
@)

Leasing, purchase or sale of real estate by a public governmental body where public knowledge of the
transaction nught adversely affect the legal consideration therefor.

Councilman Ramirez moved to go into closed session. Time noted 8:13 p.m.
Councilwoman Barton seconded the motion. Motion passed 4-0 by a roll call vote with
the following council members voting aye:

AYES: Barton, Henderson, Boyer, Ramirez

NAYES: 0

Councilwoman Barton moved to come back into open session. Time notes 8:24 p.m.
Mayor Boyer seconded the motion. Motion passed 4-0 by a roll call vote with the
following council members voting aye:

AYES: Henderson, Ramirez, Boyer, Barton

NAYES: 0

XII. ADJOURNMENT
Councilwoman Barton moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 p.m. Mayor Boyer
seconded the motion. Motion passed with all members voting aye.

APPROVED:

Rick Boyer, Mayor = /
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Kathie Needham, City Clerk, MMC/MPCC




